sports Hampton University to leave 
MEAC for Big South Conference. 
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Beach wants to use $5.3 million to start 
drainage project, install pump station 


by the 
numbers 


By Mechelle Hankerson 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

A$5.3 million reimbursement from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency for Hurricane Matthew clean- 


FEMA refund for 
Hurricane Matthew 
that Virginia Beach 
wants to use for a 
drainage project 


up isn’t going back in Virginia Beach’s 
coffers. 

The city wants to use it to start a 
$112 million drainage project at the 
Oceanfront that would take at least 


two decades to finish. 

The area has been targeted for de- 
velopment, with plans to turn the old 
Dome site into an entertainment hub 
and build an athletic field house near- 


projected cost for 
the Oceanfront 
project, which 
would take two 
decades to finish 


by. The city also had planned for an 
arena across from the convention cen- 
ter, but the deal fell apart. 

Nearby neighborhoods like Old 
Beach, Lakewood, Seatack and Col- 
ony Mobile Home Park would be the 


first to benefit from the $5.3 million 
FEMA refund, Deputy City Manager 
Tom Leahy said. 

That’s where the first phase of the 
drainage project would start, and 


estimated cost of 
the first phase 


it would redirect stormwater from 
a 25-acre area to a pump station at 


See BEACH, PAGE 9 


Franken apologizes after woman 
accuses him of kissing, groping 
her without consent in 2006 


By Cathleen Decker 
Los Angeles Times 


Sen. Al Franken apolo- 
gized Thursday after a Los 
Angeles radio show anchor 
said that the former come- 
dian had forcibly kissed her 
and later groped her ona 
2006 USO tour. And, amid 
a blizzard of criticism, said 
that he would “gladly coop- 
erate” with a Senate Ethics 
Committee investigation into 
his actions. 

“T respect women. I don’t 
respect men who don’t,” said 
Franken, a Minnesota Dem- 
ocrat who joined the Senate 
in 2009. “And the fact that 


Sen. Al 
Franken 
said he is 
ashamed of 
his actions. 


my own actions have giv- 
en people a good reason to 
doubt that makes me feel 
ashamed.” 

Leeann Tweeden, a news 
anchor on KABC’s “Mc- 
Intyre in the Morning,” said 
in a post on the station’s web- 
site Thursday and in inter- 
views throughout the day 


See FRANKEN, PAGE 10 


more allegations against Kevin Spacey emerge, spanning 
his time as artistic director at London’s Old Vic Theatre. Charges 
are unlikely against former President George H.W. Bush due to his 


age and status. PAGE 10 
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Virginia Beach’s Oceanfront could see drainage improvements, thanks the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
reimbursing the city for expenditures related to Hurricane Matthew cleanup. 


House Republicans 
pass tax plan; Senate 
vote remains in doubt 


By Mike Debonis 
and Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 


House Republicans on 
Thursday passed legislation 
that would overhaul the U.S. 
tax code, a crucial step for- 
ward in their effort to enact the 
centerpiece of President Don- 
ald Trump’s economic agenda. 

The bill passed with 227 
votes in favor and 205 against, 
a comfortable margin in the 
divided chamber. Thirteen 
Republicans voted against 
the bill, while no Democrats 
voted for it. 

Trump and Republican lead- 
ers in Congress are aiming to 
pass legislation by year’s end 
that would simplify the code 
and deliver $1.5 trillion in tax 
cuts over a decade. Both the 


House and Senate bills deliver 
the majority of the cuts to cor- 
porations and wealthy Ameri- 
cans, but there are significant 
differences between the bills 
that will have to be resolved. 

Passing the bill is a major 
victory for House leaders, in- 
cluding Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., who have long assert- 
ed that cutting taxes on the 
wealthy and businesses will 
spur economic growth that 
benefits all Americans. 

Trump visited House Re- 
publicans personally on 
Thursday to urge support for 
the bill, leaving them, accord- 
ing to multiple people at the 
closed-door meeting, with a 
concise closing message: “I 
love you. Now go vote.” 


See TAX BILL, PAGE 9 


roll call 


A “yes” vote is a vote 
to pass the bill. 


VIRGINIA 
Scott Taylor, R, Yes 


Donald McEachin, 
D, No 


Bobby Scott, D, No 
Rob Wittman, R, Yes 


NORTH CAROLINA 
G.K. Butterfield, D, No 


Walter Jones, R, No 


John Walker, 
right, tosses a 
case of green 
beans to his 
father, Jim 
Lockwood, as 
they volunteer 
at the 25th 
Turkey Basket 
Brigade 

on Thursday in 
Suffolk. 
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In time of thanks, lots of giving 


By Robyn Sidersky 
The Virginian-Pilot 


SUFFOLK 


It was around Thanksgiving 25 years 
ago that Bea CoBell started collecting 
baskets of food for families in need. 

She asked her Rose & Womble co-work- 
ers for cash donations, and put together 


three baskets. 


Three turned into 25, then 75, 650 and 


now — 2,600. 


The baskets are part of the Turkey Bas- 
ket Brigade, put on by the realty compa- 
ny’s foundation, which involves dozens 
of volunteers, charitable organizations, 


the military and a Richmond-area gro- 
cery store. The donated food is distribut- 
ed to social service and seniors agencies, 
as well as other Rose & Womble offic- 
es, which then give the items to families 


across Hampton Roads. 


See TURKEY, PAGE 6 


